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UM’S ELDERHOSTEL ’97 FOCUSES ON MONTANA ROCKIES GEOLOGY 
M ISSO U L A -
A course that lists sturdy hiking shoes, sunscreen and a day pack as necessary equipment will 
be offered at The University of Montana—Missoula July 13-19 as UM’s Elderhostel ’97.
Aimed at the fifty-something set, the field-based course will delve into the geologic origin of 
the Montana Rockies. Participants will examine rocks, consider tectonic upheavals that raised the 
rocks out of their basin, explore sites of weathering and erosion, study earthquake and landslide 
hazards and much more.
Several field trips will require hiking up to two miles on maintained trails with gentle 
gradients. Participants will need a camera, journal and binoculars to use in creating a journal and 
making collections of photographs or sketches of rock formations, structures and landscapes. Seasonal 
dress, including a hat, is recommended.
Two registration fees are offered: Commuters will pay $95; residents will pay $395, which 
includes room and board. Fees include transportation for sponsored events, departing from and 
returning to UM. Participants registering singly must be 55 years old. Couples may include a 
younger spouse.
To register as a commuter or get more information, call program coordinator Peggy Nesbitt at 
(406) 243-6014. To register by telephone as a residential participant and pay by credit card, call 
(617) 426-8056 weekdays between 9 a.m. and 9 p.m. Eastern Standard Time.
U M ’s Elderhostel, begun more than 25 years ago by pharmacy Professor Rustem Medora, was 
the first Elderhostel west of the Mississippi. UM geology Professor Jim Sears will teach the course
this year.
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